Glenduff,

Ashford,
Ballagh,
Co. Limerick.
An Bord Pleanala,
64 Marlborough St.,
Rotunda,
Dublin 1 DO1 V902.
17 January 2020.

RE: Review of Section 5 Declaration EC58/19 by Limerick City and County.Council —
Whether the removal of a tree-line at Glenduff, Ballagh, Co. Limerick is or is not
development, or is or is not authorized development?

Dear Sir/Madam,

| wish to request the Board to review the decision of Limerick City and County Council (2 January
2020, attached) that cutting of a tree-line at Glenduff, Co. Limerick was development, and was
authorized development under PL13.240910.

In particular, 1 dispute the second part of the decision that it was authorized development on the
grounds of the function of the tree-line as a visual and noise barrier from the nearest turbine (circa
190m from my residence) referred to in the An Bord Pleanala Inspectors Report, and that an
exclusion zone was included in the maps accompanying the planning application.

Liam Lenihan
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Combhairie Cathrach Seirbhist Pleandla agus Camhshaoil,

/’;\’ & Gorioe Fulsrh Comhairle Cathrach agus \vont'?ial.ru;?g;?
| Limericq it AN BORD PLEANALA umnea

& County Council Planning and Friaronmental Senaces

] Limerick City and County Council,

Cooradoyte,

Li ¢
3 [] J AN 2020 imenc|

LTR DATED - EIRCODE V54 WV78

L.DG- t: 1353 {0) 61 556 000
f: +353 [0) 61 556 001
ABP.

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACTS 2000 (as amended)

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS, 2001 (as amended)

DECLARATION NO. EC58/19
Name and Address of Applicant: Liam Lenihan, Glenduff, Ballaugh, Co. Limerick.
Agent: N/a

Whether the the removal of trees along the side of the roadway at Glenduff, Ballaugh, Co. Limerick is
or is not Development or is or is not Exempted Development. The works as described on the plans
submitted with the application on the 19t November 2019

AND WHEREAS the Planning Authority has concluded that the removal of trees along the side of
the roadway at Glenduff, Ballaugh, Co. Limerick is development and is permitted development under
Planning Permission reference 12/379 An Bord Pleandla reference PL 13.240910.

NOW THEREFORE the Planning Authority in exercise of the powers conferred on it by Section 5(2)
(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) hereby decides that the said

development as described above is Development and is Permitted Pevelopment under

Planning Permission reference 12/379 An Bord Pleanala reference PL13.240910.

Signed on behalf of the said Council ﬁwﬁ ,{./_:, v
/ ; 75
Date: _ &', // 07

>

NOTE: A Decdlaration on Development or gxemptfon issued by Limerick City & County Council
may be referred to An Bord Pleanala on payment of €220 for review within 4 weeks after the issuing
of the declaration. N

L &= customerservices@limarick.ie
Tuar an Daill, Luimneach i i [~ w._l\menck.tg
Dooradoyle, Limerick 3 W @limerickCouncil

U LAl wh e §, 061 - 556 000
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. borrow pits is found unsuitable material will be imported that is inert or of similar geo-chemistry to
the local geology. Excavated tracks will be adopted throughout the site. This type of construction
involves excavation and removal of the surface material and other unsuitable material to a depth of
about 300mm and placement of crushed rock. The track construction type anticipated to be
adopted at the site is shown in Figure 2.8.

275 Internal access tracks will be constructed to each turbine from the site entrance. Approximately
3,300 metres of access track (consisting of 300m of constructed track and 3.000m of new track
sections) will be needed to reach alf infrastructure. Where possible the access track and
hardstandings are adjacent to minimise impacts. Moulding alongside the access tracks {or berms)
will be included, on sections of track where appropriate, to reduce landscape and visual impact.

276 The access tracks and crane hardstandings shall be retained throughout the operational life of the
wind energy scheme for the maintenance and decommissioning of the wind farm. The crane
hardstandings will be grassed over (where not used as access track) and returned to grazing use
(where applicable); 2 smalt area of hardstanding surface beside each turbine will be kept clear for
access by maintenance vehidles,

277 The layout of the wind farm infrastructure has been modified based on feedback from the various

specialist consultants that were retained to prepare this EIS. In order to minimise the impact of the

. development where possible infrastructure has also been sited to remain close to field boundaries
and access routes routinely used during farming activities.

(/@.8 ACCESS TO SITE

281 Access to the site for the wind turbine components will be from either the port of Foynes, Co.
Limerick or from Dublin Docks or similar port with access to the national motorway network. The
route from Foynes port is via the N69 — R521 — N2 — R522 — R515 — unclassified third class roads
to the site entrances. The route from Dublin Port would be via the M50 — N7 — M7 — M20 - N2{ —
R522 — R515 — unclassified third class roads to the site entrances. Figure 2.9 shows a pkn of the
route from Foynes.

282 There will be need for some road modifications to accommodate abnormal loads over the last
1.5km to the site, from the R515 onto the local third class roads. The environmental impacts of
these upgrades are included in ¢this EIS. All modifications to public roads which are required wil
only be carried out after consultation and agreement with the relevant county roads engineer.

283  The firsc upgrade is to atlow abnormal loads, approaching the site from the east from Broadford, to
turn off the RS 15. There were two upgrade options assessed, one to the north of the junction and
. one to the southwest of the junction. The R515 north access improvement will entail the removal
of an existing farm building 10 make available the necessary space for abnormal loads to traverse
the corner. The R5i5 southwest access improvement will entail the removal of existing field
hedgerows to make available the necessary space for abnormal loads to traverse the corner.

284 The second corner is to access the site from the local third cfass road accessed from the R51S. It

will be 2 right hand turn and will require the removal of existing field hedgerows to make available
the necessary space for abnormal loads to traverse the corner.

285 Both corners will be used for turbine components and other farge loads to access the site and will
be reinstated at the completion of the construction phase. Both corners will need to be available
for the operational phase for the unforeseen possibility that bnormal load defiveries to site will be
required. The corners will also be needed for the decommissiol ‘ﬁ p@“?&“rm-ﬂbmguiumum
Ipads from site, Both corners will be reinstated after any 1.2% fehe) opératidnal Atda
decommissioning'phases and ‘such works will be notified to/and agreed with the Limerick County
Roads Engineer. 3

g 30 JAN 202
@ { LTR DATED

iLDG- ‘

——— e
B o LT A by

F{"ﬂ;iw s




P e

i

e I -

£ ’AH:&EJ“ QRO +i/

i WAL &



ATTACHIENT &

Ashford Windfarr ! ECoiogeal rgad %_Es_gs..win: Apte 272

phaced in a manner that would smother vegelation The calculated areas of habitat foss are shown in Table 7.9 The
caicufations are based on an excavation for 16 m x 16 m furbine bases and 22'm % 45 m for each hard-starding
necessary for the operation of cranes to erect turbines, The calculation of habilat less for artess tracks is based on a
iofal widih of 9m to include for the track itself znd adjacent verges, side sicpes nd drainage (i required). The il
fength of new access rozd fo be conslructed is ca 2.83 km with ca 0.92 km Io be reinstafed from previous wind farm
devetoprments on site.

Table 7.9: Areas of habitat Fely 16 be directly impacted oy proposed development,

Location Braa (ha) Habitat Type (% cover) AN BORD PLEA
NA

Yurbine 1 (incl, nard stanging) 6.4 mproved agriculbwral orasslang 4

Turbine 2 (incl. hard standing) 0.4 Improved agricuttural grassfand

Tutbing 3 {incl. hard standing) 0.4 tmproved agricutinrgd grassiand |

Turbine 4 {inci. han! standing) 0.1 improved agricuilural grassiand J

Turbine § {inct. hardstanding) 0.9 improved agroultural grassian R A N 2020
Tubine § (inel. hard slanding) 0.1 improved agriculiural grassian DATED

Substation 0.1 Improved agricuftural crassla LDG. e — Fi Uiee
New Access Tracks 25 Improved agriculhual grasslagd) o p. '

Total 32ha irproved soriculluesl grassl

The totl area of habitat directly impacted by the focation of the turbires, metecrological mast, substation. access™
roads is approximately 3.2 ha of the improved agricultural grassland that ocours within the site {see Table 7.9). In
maost instances, the habitat loss will be permanent and kreversible although in the case of road verges, the impact
will be short term as it Is foreseen Ihat vegetation will be re-instated in these areas following construction. Similarly,
an addifionat area of ca 0.68 ha will be temporarfly impacted during the construction phase due lo the consiruciion
compound, off-sile access, and barrow pit. The magnitude of the impact is low based on the restricted area and low
ecological importance of the affected habitat. The impact of direct hebitat lnss resulting from the proposed wind-farm
is @ near certain impact deemed fo be an imperceplible negative significance,

There will be n loss of semi-natural habitat associated with the grid connechion 25 the underground cable route wil
follow existing roatt infrastructure throughout its length (see Figure 2.10 in Chapter 2 of the gis). .

Secondary Habital Impacts

The construction of the wind-farm will necessitate the insertion of a sife drainage system along access roads and
Surfounding hardstand areas. As there are nc habitats sensitive to hydrological change in proximity fo the footprint of
the proposed development no adverse impacs are foreseen.

The impacts on freshwater habitals during the censtruction phase include siltation and deterioration of water quality
due to siltation and potential spiflages. Further details on the potential impacts on waler quality are addressed in the
hiydrelogy section of the EIS.

Birds ang Mammals

The ioss of habitat may cause the joss of foraging and breeding sites, however based on the area and type of habitat
and the utitization of these habitats by birds and marmmals this impact is deemed fo be neglicible. Poteniial exists for

il
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The proximity of wing farms to each ofher and the physical placement of the turbines, whether in lines or clusters,
may have a cumulative negative impact on birds and other wildiife, The impact of dispiacement of Hen Harrier from
3.2 ha of potentially sultable Hen Harrier habitat throughout the course of the proposed development in itself may not
be a significant impact eonsidering the extent of the SPA (56,000 ha) and the tolal area of suitable Hen Harier
habitat in the surroundings. However, when assessed together with the effects of other wind turbines in the
surroundings the impac fs more ikely 1o be of significance.

Considering the location, habitats and scale of the proposed wind farm development and the predicied impacis of the
proposed development on ecology; itis considered that the potential for cther cumulative impacts is negligible and no
sigrificant cumudative impacts on habitats are foreseen.

7528 Do Nothing Scenario

In the case of no development gocurring at the site, it is most likely that the site would continue to be managed
further for agriculture and the potential ecalegical impacts asscciated with this would be neutsal. Possitle changes in
management could include further agricullural intensification and or afforestation

76  MITIGATION

This section provides recommendations for measures, which can mitigate some of the predicted ecological impacis
of the proposed wind-farm.

761  Mitigation by Avoidance

Repeated apprassals of design oplions has led to the current proposed design that is deemed ko have the lzast
ecological impact faking account all other site iocation fagtors and constraints. Existing road infrasiruciure is being
used wherever possible. The minimum length of access road is to be constructed in order to access furbine sites.
The most sensitive and ecologically valugble habitals on site {scrub and woodland) are avoided.

To avnid polential disturbance to Hen Harrier {and other breading birds) it is recommended thal construcion works
be limited to the period outside of the breeding season of only allowed within the breeding season afier a hen harrier
nesting survey to rule out breeding pairs within 500m of any construction works.

Settierent ponds will be used o prevent siftation of walercourses in or surounding the study area. Mitigation for
impacts fo walercourses is dealt with in more detalt in the hydrology section of the EIS, All excavated malerial will be
used on site for landscaping or for remediation measures. Olher wastes will be removed for disposal at an
appropriate licensed waste disposal faciliy.

762 Mitigation by Reduction

Impacts vil be minimised by kmiting the extont of the works to the development footprint. Al Cable and ducting wilk
foliow the access roads to limit land take.

Access roads wil be upgraded / constructed first and rbine areas sfier, s Wit ensure e areonseucion relates - -~ . |
vehicles and machinery are restricted fo the foolprint of the proposed dev%opmed& N BO RDP LEANALA
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s Transmission lines between individual turbires and the substation will be placed underground;

s Counter rotation of blade sets will be avoided:;

* The number and extent of new access racks will be kept to a munimum and property
landscaped immediately following complenon of works. Such landscaping will include
reinstating criginal vegetation along verges and repairing any wheel ruts;

* Special care will be taken to preserve any features, which contribute to the landscape

character of the study area; and

A high standard of design will be applied to alf structures associated with the substation considering
not only s funcrion but also the aesthetic quality, in order to minimise any sense of intrusion. The
proposed development will provide colour harmony and adequate screening of the substation using
vegetation in order to mitigace its impac:.

6.5 RESIDUAL IMPACTS

Landscape and visual mitigation measures have been incorporated into the design of the schemsa from
s early stages. Therefore, the proposed wind farm presented as the subject of this application already
incorporates any substantial landscape and visual mitigation measures. Unlike for many of the other E1A
topics, the residual impacts of the proposal are essentially the same as assessed in the predicred
landscape and visual impacts section (6.3} above.

6.6 CONCLUSION

A summary table is provided below, which collates the assessments of landscape and visual impacts
A discussion of the results is provided thereafter.

Table 12-11: Summary Impact Assessment

“Landscape Impact
- - Landscape Sensitivity | Landscape [ Landscape  impact
Impact Significance
Site and immediate sucrounds | Medum | Mediom | Moderate |
{2-3km) ‘
Wider Study Area (3-20km) | Medium Low Minor |
| Visual Impact SR s
VYRP Yisual Receptor Magnitude of visual impact ﬁf‘i‘suai Impact
Sensitivity Significance
| DRI High Low [ Moderate-minor ‘
'DRZ | Medium Medium Moderate
T T | Mediom T [ Mimer |
2 Medium High '~ | Major-moderate
LC3 Low High ' Moderate -Minor
L4 Mediurm Medium = | Moderate
LC5 Fow Medium rMingr 4
L6 Low ' Negligible AN BORQ(&%E@NALA
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Condition 12 states that "details of the road network to be used by construction traffic and by the
long term maintenance traffic shall be submitted to, and agreed in writing in writing with, the
planning authority prior to commencement of the development”

it seems from the lack of material on the file that this was not submitted and agreed by the planning
authority. if this is the case developer is not in compliance with condition 12.
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Limerick City

F Covrry Counel

PLANNING & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

DC-132-19/5SM/CL

liam Lenihan
Glenduff
Ashford
Ballugh

Co. Limerick.

RE:  Planning Reference 12/379

Dear Sir,

16" May 2019
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| refer to your correspondence received in connection with the above and wish to confirm

that this matter has been investigated by the Planning Authority.

The issue regarding the felling of the trees is not a Planning issue and should be dealt with
by the Department of Agriculture and Marine.

Accordingly, the Planning Authority will be taking no further action on this matter.

Any further queries in relation to this matter should be addressed to Seamus Martin,

Development Inspector.
Yours faithfully,

For Director of Service
Planning & Environmental Services

1 Daill, Luimneach
oyle, Limerick

——
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